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REMARKS 

Claims 1-4, 6, and 11 stand rejected. Claims 1-15 are canceled and claims 16-20 are 
new. Claim 16 is an independent claim. 

Claim 16 recites a method of sealing lengths of reclosable fastener to a continuous 
elongate substrate by initially attaching the fastener to a substrate only by a flange portion of 
the fastener and also subsequently by the body portion thereof. This two step process 
distinguishes claim 16 from the cited references. In the end, both the flange and the body 
portion of the fastener are attached to the substrate. As recited in claim 16, the body portion 
is a portion which "comprises first and second profile portions shaped for releasable 
interengagement with each other." The flange portion is a portion which "extends laterally 
from the body portion and has a thickness in a direction perpendicular to the substrate which 
is less than that of the body portion in said direction." According to claim 16, the flange 
portion is initially attached to the substrate and subsequently the body portion which includes 
the first and second profile portions is attached to the substrate. Malin does not teach this two 
step process. In particular, the body portion (as defined by claim 16) of Malin is never sealed 
to the substrate. 

In that regard, the fastener of Malin includes a body portion having a male 
interlocking member 16, and a female interlocking member 18, webs 44 and 22, and a 
leading flange 24. It should be noted, however, that in accordance with the language of the 
claims, Malin' s webs 44 and 24 would also be considered flanges since they protrude 
laterally beyond the width of the body portion and have a width that is equal to the width of 
the leading flange 24. As shown in FIG. 2 of Malin, the heat-seal material 30 extends over 
only the flanges 44, 22, and 24 and does not extend over either of the interlocking members. 
This is crucial because it means that, when the zipper profiles are secured to the substrate 
material, the members 16 and 18 are not secured to that material on account of their having 
no heat-seal material 30. Because Malin's body portion is never sealed to the substrate, 
Malin does not teach the method claimed in claim 16. Accordingly, applicant submits that 
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claim 16 (and claims 17-20 which ultimately depend therefrom) are in condition for 
allowance. 

Because claims 16-20 are patentable over the cited art, applicant requests a notice of 
allowance for each of claims 16-20. If the examiner determines that a teleconference would 
further the prosecution of this case, he is invited to contact the undersigned at his 
convenience. 
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